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PNG Conservation and Environment Protection Authority

The Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) was established in 1985. Its mission (approved by the National Executive Council on 22 August 1989) is to ensure natural and physical resources are managed to sustain environmental quality and human well-being.















PNG Department of Agriculture and Livestock















License

Public

















	
 Land

 Culture and Heritage












Two of the unanswered questions of Papua New Guinea prehistory are: (1) whether agriculture was present

in the mid-Holocene not only in the highlands but also in the lowlands and Bismarck Archipelago and (2)whether the presence of agriculture might have been influenced by interaction between these regions. This paper addresses these questions through an analysis of prehistoric stone mortars, pestles and figures, which hold information on both style and function.
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