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PNG 5th national report to the CBD

 PNG Conservation and Environment Protection Authority

 Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine  Inland Waters


Considered as one of the world’s biodiversity rich countr

ies, Papua New

Guinea ranks among the megadiverse countries and the last frontiers for

biodiversity conservation. This land of diversity hosts 6

-

8% of the global

species, hosts one

-

sixth of known languages, and rivals Borneo, the Amazon

and the Congo in t

erms of biodiversity wealth. PNG comprises the eastern

half of the largest tropical island on earth, along with hundreds of smaller
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STATE OF THE CORAL TRIANGLE: Papua New Guinea (2014)

 PNG Conservation and Environment Protection Authority,   National Fisheries Authority of Papua New Guinea 

 Coastal and Marine


Papua New Guinea (PNG) has a total land area of 462,000 square kilometers (km2), making

it the largest Pacific island country. Its exclusive economic zone at 3.12 million km2 is the

world’s second largest. The country’s sparsely distributed population of only 7 million

makes PNG’s population density of approximately 9 people per km2 the lowest in the South

Pacific.

PNG’s principal marine and coastal ecosystems include 13,840 km2 of coral reefs, 4,200 km2

of mangrove swamp forests, and extensive seagrass beds. The country is home to at least 500
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Assessment of the importance of the Tonda wetlands to shorebirds and waterbirds

 PNG Conservation and Environment Protection Authority

 Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The Tonda Wildlife Management Area (WMA) is the only Ramsar site in the south Pacific region outside Australia. It was declared a Ramsar site on 23rd March, 1993 because it is believed to support internationally significant populations of both resident and migratory shorebirds and waterbirds and is probably an important staging point for shorebirds during migration between eastern Australia and the breeding grounds in eastern Russia.
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Global Distribution of Seamounts and Knolls

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


This dataset shows the global distribution of seamounts and knolls identified using global bathymetric data at 30 arc-sec resolution. A total of 33,452 seamounts and 138,412 knolls were identified, representing the largest global set of identified seamounts and knolls to date. Seamount habitat was found to constitute approximately 4.7% of the ocean floor, whilst knolls covered 16.3%.

The research leading to these results received funding from the European Community’s Seventh Framework Programme, and from the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
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Global Mangrove Distribution - Global Mangrove Watch

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The Global Mangrove Watch (GMW) is a collaboration between Aberystwyth University (U.K.), solo Earth Observation (soloEO; Japan), Wetlands International the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA).
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Coral Reef Threats - Reefs at Risk 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Coastal and Marine


Reefs at Risk Revisited is a high-resolution update of the original global analysis, Reefs at Risk: A Map-Based Indicator of Threats to the World’s Coral Reefs. Reefs at Risk Revisited uses a global map of coral reefs at 500-m resolution, which is 64 times more detailed than the 4-km resolution map used in the 1998 analysis, and benefits from improvements in many global data sets used to evaluate threats to reefs (most threat data are at 1 km resolution, which is 16 times more detailed than those used in the 1998 analysis).
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Global Distribution of Hydrothermal Vent Fields (2020) - InterRidge Global Database of Active Submarine Hydrothermal Vent Fields 3.4

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


The InterRidge Vents Database is a global database of submarine hydrothermal vent fields. The InterRidge Vents Database is supported by the InterRidge program for international cooperation in ridge-crest studies (www.interridge.org).
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Regional Environmental Indicator Assessments : 2020 Report

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Atmosphere and Climate  Land  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine  Culture and Heritage  Inland Waters


This dataset hosts 31 individual environmental indicator assessments that are in the **State of Environment and Conservation in the Pacific Islands : 2020 Regional report.**

Regional indicators are used to understand the current status of conservation in the region and to establish a process for periodic reviews of the status of biodiversity and implementation of environmental management measures in the Pacific islands region. 

Each Pacific regional indicator is assessed with regard to:
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Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA): guidelines for Pacific island countries and territories

 SPREP Environmental Monitoring and Governance (EMG)

 Atmosphere and Climate  Land  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine  Culture and Heritage  Inland Waters


This publication ‘Strategic Environmental Assessment – Guidelines for Pacific Island Countries and

Territories’ has been prepared to provide guidance on the application of SEA as a tool to support

environmental planning, policy and informed decision making. It provides background on the use and

benefits of SEA as well as providing tips and guiding steps on the process, including case studies, toolkits

and checklists for conducting an SEA in the Appendices.
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Pacific island turtle nesting maps

 SPREP Island and Ocean Ecosystems (IOE)

 Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


Maps and associated data from the Turtle Research and Monitoring Database System (TREDS). A summary of the database can be found below. 

The Turtle Research and Monitoring Database System (TREDS) provides invaluable information for Pacific island countries and territories to manage their turtle resources. TREDS can be used to collate data from strandings, tagging, nesting, emergence and beach surveys as well as other biological data on turtles.
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Strandings of Oceania Database

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The Strandings of Oceania database is a collaborative project between SPREP, WildMe and the South Pacific Whale Research Consortium to record stranding and beachcast data for whales, dolphins and dugongs throughout the Pacific. We use a platform called Flukebook. An account is needed to view or use data within Flukebook but the data is available for download here. You can submit data direct into Flukebook (preferably while logged in) or send a completed data form to SPREP for upload. Guidance on using the database is available :
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Status of Coral Reefs 2020 : Pacific Region

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


"Comparison of the average hard coral cover between the three five-year periods comprising the last 15 years (2005-09, 2010-14, 2015-19, Tab. 9.3) indicated that there was a high degree of confidence (93%) in the long-term decline, despite the uncertainty in individual yearly estimates. Further, the vast majority (90%) of this decline occurred between 2010-14 and 2015-19, suggesting that the rate of decline in hard coral cover has accelerated during the last five years"
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Inform Plus Concept Note

 SPREP

 Atmosphere and Climate  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine  Culture and Heritage  Land  Inland Waters


Circular 21/150

Inform Plus proposed 5 pillars

	Component 1: Environmental Governance
	Component 2: Monitoring and field data collection for environmental standards and standardised environmental indicators
	Component 3: Data management utilising the Pacific Island Network Portal (PEP). Production of information products for decision makers based on existing data sets.
	Component 4: Enhance and expand GIS use for data collection, analysis and presentation to inform decision makers
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Future loss of local-scale thermal refugia in coral reef ecosystems

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)

 Coastal and Marine


Coral reefs in every region of the world are threatened by climate change, no matter how remote or well protected. Identifying and protecting climate refugia is a popular recommendation for coral reef management. Climate refugia are locations that maintain suitable environmental conditions for a resident species even when surrounding areas become inhospitable.
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Assessing the water quality of Suva foreshore for the establishment of estuary and marine recreational water guidelines in the Fiji Islands

 Government of Fiji

 Coastal and Marine  Inland Waters


The purpose of this research is to develop a robust water quality baseline data of relevant physical, chemical and biological parameters, over an 8-month period, 4 months in summer and 4 months in winter, at both low and high tides for three main estuaries along the Suva foreshore, where an increase in recreational water activity has been noted, as a result of urbanisation. Such a baseline is currently not available in the Fiji Islands. This investigation used affordable advanced and approved standard methods.
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SPREP Maps

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Coastal and Marine  Biodiversity  Atmosphere and Climate


The dataset contains a range of different Pacific regional maps developed by the SPREP GIS team and is available for use by members and partners.
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Marine Pollution

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


marine material spillage international oceans
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Regulating Plastics in the Pacific Island Countries

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine  Inland Waters


This dataset contains a guide for policy makers and legislative drafters in the context of plastic regulations
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Pacific Action Plan - Marine Litter

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


This dataset contains information for Pacific island countries and territories to take a major step forward to protect our Pacific Ocean from marine litter.
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Convention on Biological Diversity : Global Coral Portal

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


Dataset that provides a direct internet link and resources pertaining to the CBD Global Coral Portal - a window to various sources of information on the status of coral reefs and the range of commitments, initiatives, and actions at different scales to protect and sustainably manage coral reefs and closely associated ecosystems in support of the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the Sustainable Development Goals.
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Supported by the SPREP Inform project.
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