
Data Portal Training

Practical online exercise



Changes and improvements to the portal

• Who in the audience has used the portal to consult data 
(outside a training session)?

• Who in the audience has used the portal to upload data 
(outside a training session)?

• Any difficulties encountered during the use of the portal?

• Any suggestions for changes to the portal?

TOP 3 
SUGGESTIONS

to improve the 
portal



Important Notes

• Live demo will be shown on the regional portal
• Every participant uses their own country portal 

for the exercise
• Keep the good practices in mind



• Avoid double data
• Consider grouping your data resources 
• Use a good title
• Tagging is crucial 
• Metadata are crucial
• Same file, different format
• Same file, different version 

Good practices



• Regional dataset
• Public data
• SPC FFA Regional Observer Pollution Report
• Form GEN-6

o pollution incidents (XY position, vessel specs,...)
o waste dumped overboard
o oil spillages and leakages
o abandoned or lost fishing gear

Case study: Marine Pollution in the Pacific

Data on Flash drive:





Marine Pollution



User registration

1) Add new users
2) Add users to a group

Or use temporary account



STEP 1: Create a dataset 
+ Set the license level 

STEP 2: Add Resources

• PDF
• Geojson
• Shapefile
• Excel
• CSV

STEP 3: Add Metadata

Create visualization

Upload data to the national data portal



Shapefile GeoJSON
Collection of files

Mandatory files
• .shp — shape format; the feature geometry itself 

• .shx — shape index format; a positional index of 

the feature geometry to allow seeking forwards 

and backwards quickly

• .dbf — attribute format; columnar attributes for 

each shape, in dBase IV format

Other common files
• .prj — projection format; the coordinate system 

and projection information, a plain text file 

describing the projection using well-known text 

format 

• .sbn and .sbx — a spatial index of the features

• single, compact format
• open standard format
• data can be read by a greater 

number of software packages
• More on http://geojson.org/

Difference Between Shapefile and GeoJSON File

Example:

http://geojson.org/


Create visualizations on the portal

• Preparing an Excel file to create a chart
• Using pivot tables in Excel
• Exporting the Excel file to a CSV
• Adding the CSV file to a dataset on the portal
• Creating a chart in the portal 
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Install QGIS version 2.18

Free and Open Source Geographic Information System
More on https://qgis.org/

• Step 1: check if your computer is running on a 64-bit or 32-bit 
operating system → go to Control Panel/System and 
Security/System type: check Operating System/Processor.

• Step 2: install the correct version from the flash drive




